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TEXT

1 Thessalonians 5:18
...give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus for you.

I read recently a list of four things to be thankful for.  

4. smoke alarms.... they let you know when the turkey is done. 
3. husbands.... they tackle the small home repair jobs and usually make 

them big enough to call in the professionals
2. teenagers... between slang and text messaging they give parents the 

opportunity to learn a second language

1. and the number one thing to be thankful for: children...  they put 
away their things and clean up after themselves.  They’re such a joy 
you hate to see them go home to their own parents.

Things to be thankful for.  On Thanksgiving Day people tell us to think 
about the things we’re thankful for.  Count your blessings.  Name them one 
by one.  After all, we should be the kind of people who have the decency to 
say thank you to God.  So, today, count your many blessings. 

Not a bad idea.  Later in the service I’m going to ask you to count your 
blessings, to write down some of the things for which you’re thankful.  

But counting your blessings and thinking about the things for which you’re 
thankful is not necessarily the same thing as giving thanks to God.  Naming 
your blessings does not necessarily produce thanksgiving to God.  Paul did 
not write:  “Count your blessings, and thank God for them.”  Paul wrote: 
“Give thanks in all circumstances…”

Thanksgiving to God occurs in the hardest of circumstances, when there 
are hardly any blessings to count.  Does anyone know when the first 
National Day of Thanksgiving was held in the United States?  1863.  

The Battle of Gettysburg had just been fought that summer.  At that time, 
as someone put it, “The butcher’s list of casualties seemed to have no end, 
and the nation struggled for survival.”  
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In the midst of that terrible Civil War, when there seemed to be nothing to 
be thankful for, President Lincoln proclaimed the first National Day of 
Thanksgiving.  

Many years later, it was the day before Thanksgiving - and a teacher and her 
class were reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.  It was November 1944.   That 
summer the teacher had lost her husband in the battle for Normandy.  
After the saying of the Pledge, the students bowed their heads for prayer as 
usual, but they wondered if the teacher would say a prayer of thanksgiving.  
As she started to pray, she began to weep out loud.  So did the students.  
Then the teacher stumbled through what one of the students said later 
was the most moving expression of gratitude he’s ever heard.  You see, 
thanksgiving to God occurs in the hardest of circumstances where there 
are hardly any blessings to count.

And it frequently does not happen in the most affluent situations, in which 
there is much to be thankful for.  As in the case of the nine lepers.  One 
returned to give thanks.  The other nine were saying to themselves, “This is 
a little more like it.”  As Pastor Arnie Kuntz once commented, “Health as 
far as they were concerned was their inalienable right.”  To them “it was a 
minimum expectation when you have it and not very fair when you don’t.” 

Are we sure that’s what the nine were thinking?  Luke provides that answer 
as well as the answer as to why the nine had an attitude of ingratitude.  In 
the parable before this miracle, Jesus asked His disciples a question:  “Do 
you say to your servant who has just arrived from the field,  ‘Come along 
now and sit down to eat’?”  The answer was obvious.  Jesus said to them, 
“Of course not.  You say to the servant, ‘Fix my supper.’” 

Jesus asked them a second question, “Then, do you thank your servant just 
for obeying orders?”  The answer was of course “No.”  The point being that 
servants were to do their jobs and one did not thank a servant for merely 
doing his job.

Immediately after that parable, Luke inserted the account of the ten lepers.  
Nine of whom did not thank Jesus.  Because they had just treated Him, no 
matter what they had said, they had just treated Him as their servant, and 
“there’s no need to say thanks in that circumstance.  

Heal my leprosy, fix my supper, answer my prayers, take care of my family, 
give me peace of mind, make my life good.  That’s God’s job, isn’t it?” .... and 
we don’t thank God for merely doing His job.  

But when life is not good, then we wonder, “Where’s God?”  With that 
thinking it doesn’t matter how morally upstanding we are.  We will not give 
thanks.  That’s why the giving of thanks to God is so rare. 
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But for the Samaritan leper, it had dawned on him that his health was not a 
minimum expectation.  The good health he had just received was a gift:  a 
glorious, unwarranted, undeserved, unexpected, bolt out of the blue gift!  It 
had dawned on him that he had not been served by a servant just doing his 
job.  Rather, he had just been “waited on by God.”  

Through God’s Word, it dawns on us that if we got what we deserved, our 
life would be more miserable than that of a leper.  Through God’s Word it 
dawns on us that what we get instead is God the giver.  

Starting with the one big gift, the free gift of His Son and the life and 
eternal life God gives us through Jesus’ death and resurrection.  Through 
God’s Word it dawns on us that no matter what our circumstances are, 
hard or rich or somewhere in between, that no matter how many our 
blessings are or how few, we are being waited on by God.  The Good Giver.  

No merit or worthiness in us.  Just a giving God.  That is what is enabling us 
to become thanks givers.    Amen?
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